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“’Playing Servant’ by the Financial Sector? Not Serving, but Functioning!”  
 
The image is undisputed in the political debate that the function of the financial sector is to 
“play servant“ to the real economy, but the consequences derived from this debate are 
controversial. Clearer is the academic worlds concept to restrict the functions of the 
financial sector deliberately. But such restriction is hardly convincing from the different 
perspectives of functionality. Because of this indetermination and, respectively, restriction, 
a “servant role“ is apparently inappropriate as a useful yardstick for reorienting the financial 
sector. In line with this image, it would certainly be possible to improve crisis prevention, 
but at the price of cuts in important functions so that a “servant role” as a concept of crisis 
prevention would not be any desirable solution either.  
 


